
El len V. Li bretto

El len Li Bretto is a li brar ian, a mar ket ing con sul tant to pub lish ers,
an au thor of li brary sci ence texts, and the cre ator of chil dren’s books.
She was for merly Li brary Mar ket ing Di rec tor at Ballantine Books, a di -
vi sion of Ran dom House. A na tive New Yorker, Li Bretto pi o neered in
the area of young adult ser vices in her 25 years at the New York City
Pub lic Li brar ies. Her work in col lec tion de vel op ment for age-level
staff at the sys tem level is still uti lized to day. 

Her Books

High/Low Hand book: Best Books and Web Sites for Re luc tant Teen Read ers, 4th edi tion. Co-pub -
lished with Catherine Barr (Li brar ies Un lim ited, 2002) 

The Gen eral Slocum Steam boat Fire of 1904. (Rosen Pub lish ing Group, 2004) 

New Di rec tions for Young Adult Ser vices. (R. R. Bowker, 1983) 

Work shops

A COMPLETE HIGH/LOW TOOLKIT 

Learn how to build a high/low col lec tion for “at risk teens.” Get a list of pub lish ers who are con sis -
tently pro duc ing easy read ing ma te ri als that teens love to read. Get a han dle on how to build a read ing lad -
der to keep teens read ing to reach their grade level goal. Through book talks and hand outs, Li Bretto will
con duct a one hour work shop that in cludes all the in for ma tion to cre ate a class room li brary of high/low
books for re luc tant read ing teens or to ex pand a pub lic li brary col lec tion to bring in new read ers. Books,
Web sites, and mag a zines are in cluded in both the con tent ar eas of the cur ric u lum and for lei sure read ing.
Work shop par tic i pants will learn what ev ery li brar ian serv ing teens needs to know in or der to raise the lit -
er acy level of teens, en abling them to be come in for ma tion literate and to participate fully in society. 
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