
Liza Barry-Kessler

Eliz a beth (Liza) Barry-Kessler is an at tor ney whose pri mary prac tice has been in the area of Internet pri -
vacy and First Amend ment is sues. Since 2003 she has not been prac tic ing law, but in stead work ing on these is -
sues di rectly with con sum ers by help ing de velop pri vacy and pa ren tal con trol prod ucts for home us ers, first
with AOL and now with EarthLink, Inc. In ad di tion to her re spon si bil i ties as a se nior prod uct man ager,
Barry-Kessler is an of fi cial EarthLink Pro tec tion Blog au thor (www.protectionblog.net).

While prac tic ing law, Barry-Kessler worked as a First Amend ment lit i ga tor and then as a tech nol ogy pol -
icy lob by ist. In Wash ing ton, D.C. she worked for the Cen ter for De moc racy & Tech nol ogy, and later for a
small pri vate firm whose cli ents in cluded the Amer i can Li brary As so ci a tion, the In ter na tional So ci ety for
Tech nol ogy & Ed u ca tion (ISTE), and the Con sor tium on School Net work ing (CoSN). She was part of the
team that launched GetNetWise, a col lab o ra tive ef fort of both the Internet in dus try and non-profit or ga ni za -
tions to pro vide par ents with easy-to-use and easy-to-un der stand in for ma tion about chil dren’s on line safety
and pri vacy. She also helped to staff the Chil dren’s On line Pro tec tion Act Com mis sion, con ducted work shops
across the coun try on com pli ance with the Chil dren’s Internet Pro tec tion Act, and was the pri mary au thor of
the Global Internet Pol icy In sti tute’s train ing man ual for ad vo cates.  

Barry-Kessler is an ex cel lent speaker, equally ef fec tive in groups of 500 as groups of 20, and with young
peo ple as well as adults. She pre fers in ter ac tive set tings to pure lec ture-style pre sen ta tions. 

Her Books

Pri vacy in the 21st Cen tury: Is sues for Pub lic, School & Ac a demic Li brar ies, with H. Ad ams, R.
Boucher, and C. Gordon  (Westport, CT; Li brar ies Un lim ited, 2005)

Work shops

OVERVIEW OF FEDERAL PRIVACY LAW FOR LIBRARIANS

Can be scaled from 1-3 hours; will work with or ga niz ers to cus tom ize the pre sen ta tion for the au di ence.

LOBBYING 101 - HOW TO BE YOUR OWN BEST ADVOCATES 

Can be scaled from 1.5-4 hours; will cus tom ize the work shop to fo cus on lo cal li brary/ed u ca tional
as so ci a tion con cerns and pri or i ties, and will work with gov ern ment re la tions staff from lo cal as so ci a -
tions. (Work shop does not as sume any pre vi ous lob by ing or or ga niz ing ex pe ri ence, but will still be of in -
ter est to peo ple with some ad vo cacy ex pe ri ence. Prior ex pe ri ence will help en rich the work shop for
new com ers. The work shop is not intended for professional advocates.) * The shorter ver sions of this is
ap pro pri ate for al most any au di ence, in clud ing a con fer ence or the pub lic.

 * Lon ger ver sions of this work shop is more ap pro pri ate for a group with com mon in ter ests and goals, 
             and with the in tent of work ing to gether af ter the work shop.



LOBBYING 102 - COALITION BUILDING & OTHER ADVANCED
LOBBYING

This work shop dis cusses strat e gies and runs from 2 to 3 hours.

* Most ap pro pri ate paired with Lob by ing 101 as part of a full day of ad vo cacy train ing.
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